
GTBPCUG                                                                                                                 December 2012 

 

Issue 12                                 December 2012           26th Year of People Helping People!  

        G
TBPCUG 

      December 2012 

        N
ewsletter 

Why to get Windows 8   2 

Windows 8 is on its way   3 

Windows 8 is on its way        2.   4 

Windows 8 exciting...   5 

Downgrade from Windows 8   6 

Downgrade from Windows 8 2.   7 

Windows 8 Tutorials   8 

More about Internet Threats 

More about Internet Threats   2. 

The lighter side 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to visit  our 

club’s site at:                                    

http://gtbpcug.org 

As well Don Miller’s and 

Darrell Manns’ : 

http://www.dmanns.org/

dmiller/ 

  9 

 10 

 11 

   

 

In this Issue 

Left over Windows Folder 

If you have upgraded from Vista to Windows 7 you will have 

a program left on your computer called Windows.old.     

These are your old files from Vista. If you want to get rid of 

them since they are taking up space on your hard drive here 

is how to do it. This was taken from a Windows website 

where people write in with a fix for problems.  

Click on Start/All Programs/Accessories/System Tools/Disc 

Cleanup.  

When the dialog box comes up, select the drive that has 

the .old files on it and click OK.  

The system then scans for the files to be cleaned up and   

another dialog box opens with the selection. Click on the but-

ton labeled Clean up system files at the bottom of that dialog 

box.  

Another dialog box will come up, select the drive again that 

has the .old files on it. The system will perform another scan 

for the system files that need to be cleaned up.  

After scanning, another dialog box opens up and there you 

will find a list of check boxes. Scroll through and check on the 

box labeled Older versions of Windows and click OK.  

 

That should take care of them.  The two aborted install attempts I had 

as .old files where taking up 16 gigs.  This got rid of them.                      

Proposed As Answer by Tikus66. 

Marked As Answer by Carey Frisch MVP, Moderator.  

http://www.gtbpcug.org/
http://www.dmanns.org/dmiller/
http://www.dmanns.org/dmiller/
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BY NOW YOU'VE likely heard about Microsoft's brand-new operating system. Windows 8.            
It represents the most significant update since Windows 95 debated 17 years ago. 

After spending some hands-on time with Windows 8—on traditional PCs as well as touch- 

screen tablets—I'm certain you'll love the changes, though it might take a little getting used to (you 
can revert back to the "classic" look at any time). Here are eight reasons to upgrade to Windows 8. 

1. A fresh desktop. Like Windows Phone devices, Windows 8 has replaced small, static icons 
with big, beautiful tiles. All the information and apps (programs) you care about are in one place on 
the Start screen—simply click (or tap) a tile to launch it. Info and photos are updated in real time, 
so you can see how many new emails are waiting for you, the latest photos uploaded to Facebook, 
weather, sports scores and more. And you get to decide where everything goes by simply dragging 
and dropping the tiles wherever you like. 

2. Consistency is king. Whether you're on a Windows 8 computer, tablet or smartphone, you'll 
notice a consistent look and feel across all of these devices, beginning with the Start screen and 
the colorful, dynamic tiles. Plus, when you sign into any of your devices running Windows 8, all 
your personalized settings and apps are right there as they're automatically synchronized between 
PCs, tablets and phones. This includes cloud services such as SkyDrive, Facebook, Twitter and 
Flickr. 

3. App it Up. Long gone are the days of cumbersome software installation. Windows 8's direct 

access to the Windows Store means it's a breeze to find, download and run apps on your device. 
Whether it's a productivity tool, the latest game or an e-book, it's never been easier to browse and 
buy apps to truly personalize your experience in a myriad of ways. And, as noted, your apps are 
synchronized between Windows 8 devices. 

4. Take control. Rather than making you choose how to interface with your content, 
Windows 8 supports multiple input devices, including keyboard and mouse, touch and stylus pen. 
The operating system was designed from the ground up to work the way you want to—as long as 
the hard-ware supports it, of course (currently, not many) desktop or laptop PCs have a touch 
screen, for example). Windows 8 tablets support external keyboards or you can pull up one of two 
virtual keyboards to type on, along with support for flicking, pinching to zoom and other intuitive 
gestures. 

5. Perfect for people. The People app brings up your contacts, and it shows not only phone num-
bers and email and street addresses, but also social networking info, including tweets, Facebook 

posts, photos and more. In other words, each of your contacts get his or her own page, with all rele-
vant info—messages, status updates and photos in one place. Compare this to most other 

platforms, where you must close one app (say, Facebook) to open another (Contacts). 

6. Safety first. Along with integrated security software. Windows 8 has an optional app called 

Microsoft Family Safety, which lets you set up accounts for your children. The software monitors 

your children's online activities and lets you know what they're doing, where they're going and who 
they're communicating with. Family Safety also lets you set up Web filtering, time limits, app restric- 

tions and more options. 

7. The Web, super-sized. Built into Windows 8 is Internet Explorer 10, the first browser to fea- 

ture a "Do Not Track" privacy option turned on by default, plus it can warn you against malware 

(malicious software) and phishing attempts. The browser dedicates your entire screen to your web- 

sites for an edge-to-edge view, and browser tabs and navigation controls appear only when you 

want them (and then disappear when you don't). 

8. Easy upgrade. Going from Windows 7 to Windows 8 offers a seamless upgrade, as your set- 

tings, personal files and apps are preserved during the transition. From Windows Vista, settings 
and personal files are intact; from Windows XP, personal files make the jump to Windows 8 
(though apps can be reinstalled after the upgrade is complete).  

8 Tips why to get Windows 8        By Bob Rankin                                www.askbobrankin.com 
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Windows 8 is on its way 

 

Everyone who uses a Windows computer should be aware that Microsoft’s newest operating sys-

tem, Windows 8, will be released very soon, possibly by the end of this month. Unlike previous ver-

sions, Windows 8 will be dramatically different as Microsoft tries to consolidate its phone, tablet, lap-

top, desktop, etc. engines into a single operating system. If you have ever seen anyone swipe their 

fingers across the screen of a smart phone, or touch tablet, that’s what is in store for Windows 8. 

Your computer’s mouse will still work, but the operating system is designed for touch based comput-

ing. As such, the main screen of Windows 8 will contain several large rectangular solid colored 

boxes. Clicking (or touching) on one of the “boxes” will take you to the section described like mail, 

store, people, etc. The home screen shot below is from the version of Windows 8 that was sent to 

manufacturers for an October 26, 2012 release date. Looking closely at the screen image below you 

can see several things are missing. There is no task bar at the bottom of the screen. There is no 

clock. There are no icons. There is no Start button in the lower left which is normally used to start an 

application or search for a file or document. Instead, supposedly, hidden in the four corners of the 

screen are links to things you may need to do your normal computing. But, they are hidden until your 

mouse or finger (touch screen) hovers over that area. 

With the introduction of Windows 8, computer manufacturers like HP, Dell, etc. will no longer make 

computers with the very popular Windows 7 operating system. In fact, my guess is those same 

manufacturers have already stopped producing Windows 7 computers and are now making Win-

dows 8 computers exclusively. So what does the advent of Windows 8 mean for you? For starters, 

everyone should click on this 4 minute video of a father trying out an early preview copy of Windows 

8 for the first time. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4boTbv9_nU 

It’s hard to believe, but many folks may have the same experience with Windows 8. One survey by 

ZDNet of Windows users indicated even hard-core users preferred Windows 7 to Windows 8 by a 

two to one margin. 

So what should you do? 

If your current PC is running Windows XP and still humming along, you need do nothing until April 

2014 when extended life support for XP stops. At that time Microsoft will no longer update or provide 

any security updates for Windows XP. 

If your current PC is running Windows Vista, you need do nothing until April 2017 when extended life 

support for Vista stops. At that time Microsoft will no longer update or provide any security updates 

for Windows Vista. 

                                                                                                                                Continued on the next page                       

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4boTbv9_nU
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If your current PC is running Windows 7, you need do nothing since extended life support won’t end 

until January 2020. 

If your current PC is running slow, and needs to be replaced, you have until the end of this month to 

purchase a Windows 7 computer. After that time, Windows 8 will be the only game in town. There 

are lots of upgrade offers available including purchasing a new Windows 7 computer and then up-

grade to Windows 8 at some point in the future for only $15. If interested, search http://google.com 

for the offers. If you are contemplating the purchase of a new computer, make sure you backup your 

documents, pictures, messages, etc. to an external hard drive, or flash drive, or CDs or DVDs. That 

way one can simply copy the files to the new computer so they won’t be lost. Remember, after the 

end of October, Windows 7 will most likely NOT be available and all new computers will have Win-

dows 8. 

As some folks know, I have been building computers for over 20 years so if you have any questions, 

gimme a shout. Good luck and happy computing. 

P.S. Another option is the purchase of a non-Windows product. I gave my wife an Apple IPAD 2 for 

her birthday last month and she LOVES it. She can read/write email, surf the web, play games, etc. 

and still print to a wireless printer. SAMS Club sells the IPAD 2 for less than $400. 
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Windows 8 - Exciting and Challenging 

By John Pearce, Member, Pikes Peak Computer Application Society, CO 

http://ppcompas.apcug.org 

 

The Microsoft Development Team for Windows 8 has been writing a blog about its development. 

The first post was in August, 2011; the frequency varies from a few days to a few weeks. I have    

often wondered why certain design decisions are made in the Windows OS. The blog attempts to 

discuss some of those issues as related to Windows 8. < http://bit.ly/xlUCi8 > 

Based on what I have read in the Microsoft blog and in the computer trade press, I think 

Windows 8 will be both exciting and challenging. Windows 8 will run on legacy x32/64 hardware as 

well as the ARM processor found in tablets. The blog posting related to the ARM processor called 

this Windows on ARM or WOA. 

You will have your choice of Windows 8 on a desktop, laptop, net book, ultra book, or tablet.  

The look and feel of the Metro interface will be the same across all the hardware platforms.          

The difference is the physical control of the interface. If you want to use the 

touch interface with your desktop PC, you will need a touch enabled screen, otherwise you will still 

use the mouse. You can also revert to the old style desktop if you must. 

In some ways, Windows 8 reminds me of the transition in Windows that happened with Win 2000.   

A benefit of melding the Windows 98/Me product line with the NT 3/4 product line was a way to run 

games that wanted to have direct control of the display screen. The dark side of the Win 2K release 

required new drivers for devices because Microsoft changed how drivers interact with the OS. 

Windows on ARM generally requires new code. Porting most of the existing applications is not      

allowed because the ported applications would negatively affect battery life and would require more 

system resources than programs developed specifically for WOA. 

And there is the issue of designing the interface for Metro rather than the traditional Windows desk-

top. 

The Windows Consumer Preview (otherwise known as a Win 8 beta release) was available by the 

end of February. The release is reported to be open to anyone who wishes to download and install 

the software. The hardware used to run the preview must meet the minimum requirements for Win-

dows 7. 

Microsoft is saying there is lots of work to do before the first release candidate is ready.             

There are few hints about the Windows 8 release schedule. It appears Microsoft is aiming for a 

grand slam event with Windows 8 on tablets (ARM processors) and on x32/64 hardware. 
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Microsoft will allow downgrades from Windows 8 to Windows 7, Vista 

New PCs powered by Windows 8 Pro can be downgraded to older editions 

Gregg Keizer  

August 31, 2012 (Computerworld)  

Microsoft will allow users of Windows 8 Pro to downgrade their new PCs to Windows 7 or even 

Vista, according to the operating system's licensing agreement. 

Not surprisingly, users may not downgrade to the still-used-but-slated-for-retirement Windows XP. 

Downgrade rights -- which let customers replace a newer version of Windows with an older edition 

without paying for two copies -- are available only in Windows 8 Pro. That fits with previous practice: 

Only Windows 7 Professional, for instance, was allocated downgrade rights. 

"Instead of using the Windows 8 Pro software, you may use one of the following earlier versions: 

Windows 7 Professional or Windows Vista Business," states the software license agreement for the 

version of Windows 8 Pro that will be installed by computer makers (OEMs) on new PCs. 

Windows XP Professional, which was one of the allowed downgrades for Windows 7 Professional, 

was not named. Windows XP will fall off Microsoft's support list in April 2014. 

One licensing expert noticed XP was AWOL. 

"So no downgrade rights to XP. Also note that the soon-to-come Office 2013 will not support XP. So 

we can see they are trying to strangle the life out of XP," said Kenny Chan, a technology specialist 

for CDW, in message earlier this month on a LinkedIn thread dedicated to Microsoft licensing profes-

sionals. 

"What I don't know is how long Microsoft will keep XP available for download on VLSC for volume 

licensing customers after the debut of Windows 8," Chan added. VLSC (Volume License Service 

Center) is the online portal for companies that have signed volume licensing agreements with Micro-

soft. 

Unlike consumers or small businesses, corporations armed with enterprise licensing agreements, 

including the annuity-like Software Assurance, are allowed to downgrade from any version of Win-

dows to any previous edition. 

Downgrade rights became noteworthy after Windows Vista's 2007 launch when many users, frus-

trated at that edition's problems, mutinied and dropped back to XP. 

Traditionally, downgrade rights are available only from OEM copies of Windows, those that are pre-

installed by computer manufacturers. It looks to be the same with Windows 8: The software license 

for the retail version of Windows 8 Pro omitted the section on downgrades.       

                                                                                                                                Continued on the next page 
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As with earlier downgrade rights, the customer is responsible for obtaining the installation media for 

the older operating system. 

"Neither the manufacturer or installer, nor Microsoft, is obligated to supply earlier versions to you," 

read the licensing agreement. "You must obtain the earlier version separately." 

However, unless Microsoft changes policies, OEMs will be able to offer new Windows 8 Pro PCs 

that are downgraded to, for example, Windows 7 Professional, at the factory. Computer makers will 

also be able to continue to sell Windows 7-powered PCs for up to two years after the debut of Win-

dows 8 -- in other words, until late Oct. 2014. 

For the latter, customers who later want to upgrade to Windows 8 must pay for the upgrade. That's 

not the case with a PC purchased with Windows 8 Pro that has been downgraded to Windows 7 

Professional (or Vista Business). 

"At any time, you may replace an earlier version with Windows 8 Pro," read Microsoft's licensing 

agreement. 

Do-it-yourself downgrades will be more complex with Windows 8, however, as users must first mod-

ify the PC's BIOS to boot into what's called "legacy mode." By default, Windows 8 will use UEFI-

mode (Unified Extensible Firmware Interface) boot on new PCs to enable some new features, in-

cluding Secure Boot. 

Notebooks, desktops and other devices powered by Windows 8 Pro will go on sale Oct. 26. 

Gregg Keizer covers Microsoft, security issues, Apple, Web browsers and general technology 

breaking news for Computerworld. Follow Gregg on Twitter at @gkeizer, on Google+ or subscribe to 

Gregg's RSS feed . His email address is gkeizer@computerworld.com. 

See more by Gregg Keizer on Computerworld.com.  
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       Welcome to our Windows 8 tutorials page. 

We have put together a complete overview of all the different parts and functions of Windows 8. 
As you probably know, Windows 8 is the most comprehensive overhaul of an Operating System that Microsoft 
has ever done. 
 
Almost everything is different from Windows 7 and it may take a little adjusting to get used to. 

We put these tutorials together to help you make sense of all the changes. If you get any value from these  
tutorials, please share them with others on FaceBook, Twitter and Google Plus. 
 
Windows 8 Upgrade Tutorial: You might be interested in articles about upgrading from Windows XP,  
Windows Vista or Windows 7 to Windows 8. Check out our Windows 8 Upgrade guide or Tutorial. 
 
Introduction to the Windows 8 interface: Microsoft have totally re-imagined Windows.                                                      
The new user interface is different from anything you have ever seen in a Windows Operating System.                             
Learn about Metro, Charms, Hot Corners and more. 

The Windows 8 Charms Bar: This section covers the Windows 8 Charms section of Windows 8.                                         
This is a new feature  in Windows 8 that allows users to get to some of the most commonly used functions in                           
in the Operating System quickly. 

Windows 8 PC Settings: This section covers the Windows 8 PC Settings section of Windows 8.                                        
This is the section that  allows you to tweak your PC configuration. 

Windows 8 FAQ’s: This section covers the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) about setting up some of                          
the core apps in Windows 8. 

Windows 8 Applications: This section covers the applications that actually come with Windows 8 such as                          
the Windows 8 Messaging application, the camera application, the music applications etc. 

Windows 8 Control Panel: This section covers the parts of Windows 8 that users can configure when they                      
need to make changes to the way Windows 8 runs. These include items like Windows Update, Location                             
Settings, Family safety and Autoplay. 

Windows 8 Administrative Tools: This section covers the parts of Windows 8 that System Administrators                       
need to use  to monitor and configure the system such as Computer Management and Windows Firewalls. 

Windows 8 Tutorials                                                 www.windows8update.com 

http://www.windows8update.com
http://www.windows7update.com
http://www.windows8update.com/2012/07/30/upgrading-to-windows-8/
http://www.windows8update.com/windows-8-tutorials-introduction-to-the-windows-8-interface/
http://www.windows8update.com/2012/03/28/inside-windows-8-the-metro-interface/
http://www.windows8update.com/windows-8-tutorials-windows-8-charms/
http://www.windows8update.com/windows-8-tutorials-windows-8-pc-settings/
http://www.windows8update.com/windows-8-tutorials-windows-8-frequently-asked-questions/
http://www.windows8update.com/windows-8-tutorials-windows-8-applications/
http://www.windows8update.com/windows-8-tutorials-windows-8-control-panel/
http://www.windows8update.com/windows-8-tutorials-windows-8-administrative-tools/
http://www.windows8demo.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Windows-8-logo.jpg
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           Antivirus up to date? 

            Firewall? 

            Windows up to date? 

            Spy Ware? 

            See how to protect your computer at: 

                   http://gtbpcug.org/protect/ 

 

                                                        More about Internet Threats 

               Is Your Internet Security up to Date? 

Missing Email? Tweak Your Spam Filter                              www.askbobrankin.com 

Category: Spam  

Spam is an annoying fact of online life that can never be avoided entirely. No matter how good your 

defenses, a spam message is going to appear in your inbox occasionally. Spam is irritating but rela-

tively harmless if you simply delete it. The flip side of spam can be more serious. What if a legitimate 

message that you DO want to receive gets trapped in your spam filter? Here's the answer...  

Hey, That's Not Spam! 

You might miss a favorite email newsletter; or a hot Groupon deal; an invitation to a party; or a job 

interview. The consequences of "false positives" - legitimate messages wrongly treated as spam - 

often cause much more trouble than "false negatives" or spam that slips through to you when it 

should have been caught.  

I heard recently about someone who sent a resume to a potential employer, and didn't realize they 

had emailed him twice, inviting him to visit for an in-person interview. It wasn't until he checked the 

Spam folder that he realized he was missing those important emails. 

The three major free email service providers - Gmail, Yahoo, and Outlook.com (formerly Hotmail) - 

provide anti-spam filters that operate automatically in the background. Each of these services also 

gives you the ability to fine-tune spam filtering manually when necessary. 

  

When you see a spam message in your webmail inbox, it's pretty simple to select it and click the 

"this is spam" button that all of these services provide. The message is banished to your spam folder 

and the sender is added to your list of blocked senders; you won't hear from that sender again.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                  Continued on the next page                              

http://gtbpcug.org/protect/
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Ensuring that senders you DO want to hear from will always get through your spam filter takes a bit 

more effort.  

To access spam settings in Yahoo, click the "Options" button in the upper left corner of the main 

screen and select "mail options." Spam-related options then appear in the left-hand sidebar. 

Yahoo's method of white listing safe senders is rather confusing because there is no "safe sender" 

label that you can give to an address. Instead, you must set up a filter that specifies "when a mes-

sage is received from this address, always send it to my inbox." You can also specify other actions 

to take when a message is received from a specific address, like sending it to Trash, Spam, or an-

other folder. There is also a "blocked senders" list of addresses whose email you never want to re-

ceive; it's limited to 500 addresses. Yahoo filters are not limited to complete email addresses. You 

can also filter based on part of an address; on words contained in the sender, recipient, subject, or 

body fields of a message.  

To access spam controls in Outlook.com, click on the gear icon in the upper right corner of the 

screen and select "more mail settings." On the next screen, click on one of the links under the 

"Preventing Junk Email" section. 

You can block senders or add them to a list of safe senders. You can also block all mail from a 

specified domain or add the entire domain to your safe senders list. Unlike Yahoo and Gmail, Out-

look.com does not give users fine filtering control over text in subject or body fields. You have only 

two filter action options. "Standard" sends everything deemed to be spam, plus what you have 

blocked, to the junk mail folder. "Exclusive" junks all mail except that from your contacts, senders on 

your safe senders list, and mail from Microsoft; so you'll never get email from anyone you don't 

know! You can also tell Outlook.com to block images, links, and attachments in any messages. 

Gmail's spam filtering options are the most flexible and user-friendly of the three major email provid-

ers. I've used Gmail for many years, so I'm probably biased in favor of it. (Gmail has about 450 mil-

lion users, and is the most popular webmail service.) Gmail lets you create any kind of filter imagin-

able and send a filtered message to any destination you wish. I've already published a tutorial on 

Gmail spam filter settings, so I won't repeat it here. But briefly, to prevent a Gmail message from 

ending up in the Spam bucket, here's what you need to do: 

 Open the message (you may have to find it first in the Spam folder) 

 Click the "More" button, then select "Filter messages like these". 

Choose your search criteria. Specifying the sender may suffice, but you can also fine tune by 

subject or message body. 

 Click "Create filter with this search." 

 Check the box next to "Never send it to Spam" and click the "Create Filter" button. 
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      Legal Notice 

      Bay Bytes, Copyright © 2012, is the official newsletter of the Greater Tampa Bay PC User Group, Inc.(GTBPCUG). The information in this newsletter is intended to help our members. 

It has come from many sources and cannot always be verified. It is recommended that you obtain professional advice from software and hard   ware distributors, manufacturers, salesmen, or 

other professionals dealing with the subjects that appear in this newsletter. Unless specifically stated otherwise, the opinions expressed in Bay Bytes articles and columns are those of the 

individual authors and do not represent an official position of, or endorsement by GTBPCUG.GTBPCUG is not affiliated with any company, vendor or equipment manufacturer. Permission 

for reproduction of Bay Bytes in whole or in part is hereby granted to other APCUG user groups for internal, non-profit use, provided credit is given to the author, GTBPCUG Bay Bytes 

along with the copyright notice. Other reproductions require the prior permission of the editor. When published, please send a copy of your newsletter to  

editor@gtbpcug.org  or mail to P.O.Box 501, Brandon, FL, 33509-0501. 

Some of the material appearing in this Issue was sent to the editor by other members of the GTBPCUG. Thank you. 

The lighter side                                                                                                                          
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